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1153 May 11,1900 

express steamer Fiirst Bismarh sailed April 19 carrying 513 steerage pas- 
sengers. These fast steamers do not make so much of the emigrant 
traffic as the slower ones. 

On the 17th I visited the maritime quarantine station at Cuxhaven 
near the mouth of the Elbe, through the courtesy of the port physician 
of Hamburg. I will make the quarantine system the subject of a sepa- 
rate report. 

Eespectfully, A. C. Smith, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

End of plague in Honolulu. 

Honolulu, H. I., April 27, 1900, 
via San Francisco, Gal., May 4, 1900. 
No plague since March 31. Quarantine will be raised unless new 
foci develop. 

Carmiohael, 
Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

IRELAND. 

Reports from Queenstown. 

Queenstown, Ireland, April 24., 1900. 

Sir : The importance of Queenstown as a port of call is not to be 
minimized. Many vessels from many climes put in here for orders 
regarding their final destination and disposal of cargoes. In looking 
over the register for 1899, I find ships have called here direct from 
nearly every seaport of importance in the world. Hence it is possible 
that a ship from a plague-infected port may call at any time. For 
instance : On the morning of April 2 I learned that the Norwegian ship 
CoUingwood, one hundred and ten days out from Eangoon, with a cargo 
of teak, had arrived the day before with 2 cases of beriberi aboard. 

Having in mind the beriberi incident at Port Townsend, Wash., and 
seeing in Public Health Reports of March 23, 1900, that a death 
from plague had occurred in Eangoon District, between November 19, 
1899, and February 3, 1900, 1 looked up the boarding doctor, and learned 
that 1 case would be brought ashore to the hospital. I saw the case 
when he was paid off before the Norwegian consul, but could not make 
a good examination there ; still I found some enlarged inguinal glands. 
Two days later I was invited to see the case at the hospital in company 
with his physician, and I found a general enlargement of the lymphatic 
glandular system. His heart was very weak and considerably dilated, 
which accounted for the general oedema. A syphilitic eruption was on 
his body. I agreed with 2 other physicians, who had seen him, in that 
it was a case of syphilis and heart disease. I saw the case again Satur- 
day, and he has so far improved that he was sent home to Norway to-day. 
The ship sailed for London on the 5th, taking the other case of beriberi 
(?) along. I have delayed reporting this incident until I could report 
on the termination of the case. Had my suspicions not been allayed at 
the second examination of the case, I would have reported the case by 
cable and letter at once. 

Eespectfully, J. H. Oakley, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon- General, TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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Queenstown, Ireland, April 28, 1900. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith weekly abstract of bills 
of health, and sanitary report ; and to report on the transactions at this 
port for the week ended to-day as follows; April 22, Cunard steamship 
Lucania, for New York, 5 saloon, 49 second-cabiD, and 411 steerage 
passengers, with 784 pieces of baggage. April 26, American Line 
steamship Penland, for Philadelphia, 17 second-cabin and 237 steerage 
passengers, with 346 pieces of baggage. 

Eespectfully, '" " J. H. Oakley, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. £T. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

ITALY. 

Smallpox on the steamship New England. 

Rome, March SI, 1900. 

Sir : I think it my duty to report to you the following : On February 1 
last a manager of traveling tours, a certain Frank C. Clark, of New 
York, took in the United States some 500 tourists for a cruise to the 
Mediterranean and the Orient. They embarked at Boston on the 
Dominion Line steamship New England. Commander James McAuley. 

Oq March 19, on the return trip, they arrived at Naples. The pas- 
sengers got off there and proceeded the next day to Rome. No sooner 
had they landed here than 2 of their passengers were taken down with 
smallpox. They were a Miss Scouten, of Sparta, Wis., who died from 
the disease within four days, and a Mrs. I. G. Vaughan, of Dayton, Ohio, 
who is now recovering. These 2 cases were followed, to my knowledge, 
by 6 additional ones. Of these, all but 2, who are still in danger, are 
doing well. 

The Italian authorities had the cases immediately isolated and carried 
to the hospital for contagious diseases, where the invalids are under 
the best possible care. 

I was assured, and everything points to the conclusion, that the dis- 
ease had broken out on board the ship before her arrival at Naples, but 
that the fact was concealed from the authorities and from the passengei-s 
in order to escape quarantine. Miss Scouten made an antemortem decla- 
ration to Dr. W. W. Baldwin, an American citizen residing and prac- 
ticing in Rome, to the effect that she had noticed a suspicious case of 
disease similar, she said, to her own, isolated and quarantined at one 
end of the ship, the sick person being a Mrs. Thompson, wife of Cap- 
tain Thompson, of Friendship, Me. Miss Scouten was emphatic in her 
assertion that she had noticed the lady's face covered with blotches, 
that she had spoken of it to Mr. F. C. Clark, the manager of the touring 
party, who had denied the fact and requested her not to speak of such 
things, for the ship might be quarantined. Mr. Vaughan is equally 
positive in his statements as to the existence of smallpox on board of 
the ship, and the subsequent events do, unfortunately, fully corroborate 
these declarations. 

It is asserted that a Mr. N. H. Becker, of Senaca Falls, N. Y., died 
of the disease, and that he was buried at sea ; the cause of his death 
being given as acute jaundice. It is also said that Mrs. Thompson 
died on board, but this I could not verify ; at all events she was not 
among the party at Rome. 

So soon as I heard of the charges brought against the steamship offi- 



